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Last summer, we held the 77th Konko-
kyo Nationwide Youth Convention.  
During its “Wakaba Sai” or “Cer-

emony for the Youth,” Konko-sama said: 
“Kami has a sincere wish that all people of the 
world become happy.  When you are happy, 
you put a smile on your face.  Please give 
yourself a chance to think about what to do… 
how people of the whole 
world will be able to have big 
smiles on their faces.”  

I was one of those who 
heard Konko-sama say this 
and I have been trying to an-
swer Konko-sama’s question 
ever since.  For example, I 
tried to say hello to someone 
with a smile before he/she 
does so to me.  I also tried to (literally) say 
“Thank you!” to somebody in my daily life.  
Whenever I thought “This might work,” I put 
it into practice right away.    

One day, one of my acquaintances jok-
ingly said to me, “You are smiling, but your 
eyes are not.”  I was shocked to hear that.  
His words helped me realize that if I behave 
myself on the surface only, my smile will 

not reach someone’s heart.  I also realized 
that people would see when I am not smiling 
from the bottom of my heart and it makes me 
an insincere person.  I was embarrassed with 
myself and I learned a lot from this person’s 
remarks.  

I was looking through past documents in 
my preparations for the Memorial Service of 

the First Anniversary of the 
Fifth Konko-sama’s Passing.  
At that time, I came across 
the following words of the 
late Reverend Heiki Konko:  

“Those who practice faith 
must be careful of their fa-
cial expressions.  One facial 
expression can change his/
her faith unlimitedly.  For 

example, we can think of the smile of the 
globally famous painting, Mona Lisa.  Mona 
Lisa smiles to all of us unconditionally.  No 
matter from which angle you may see Mona 
Lisa, no matter when you see her, no matter 
who we are, she smiles to all of us.  Hope-
fully, we can meet and communicate with 
someone with such a smile.”  

Then, the Fifth Konko-sama added, “A 

“Original Smile”
Hoping that People of the Whole World Will Become Happy
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When reflecting on various memories 
of what kind of person the Fifth 
Konko-sama was, what struck 

me deeply was that he was “a 
person who was both infinitely 
grand and infinitely meticu-
lous.” These two seemingly 
contradictory qualities were 
seamlessly integrated within 
him- that was the Fifth Konko-
sama I came to know.

During my student days, I 
received the mediation of the 
Fourth Konko-sama and became a Japanese 
language teacher. After graduating, I worked 
overseas for two years. Upon returning to 
Japan, I was to marry the second son of 

the Fifth Konko-sama. While fully aware 
that duties at Konko-sama’s residence took 
absolute priority, I agonized over whether 

it was acceptable to quit the 
Japanese teaching career I 
had pursued after receiving 
the Fourth Konko-sama’s me-
diation after only two years. I 
shared these feelings with the 
Fifth Konko-sama and asked 
if I might continue working 
just one day a week. Despite 
this being without precedent, 

he graciously granted my request. This was 
my first encounter with the greatness of the 
Fifth Konko-sama—a man who lived a life 
deeply rooted in preserving tradition, yet 

A Person Who Was Both Infinitely Grand  
and Infinitely Meticulous

By Mrs. Konko Noriko

famous Japanese cartoonist, Sato Sampei, 
says ‘I love all (people and things).’  And the 
Fourth Konko-sama teaches us, ‘Let us deal 
with all people and things with respect and 
sincerity.’  I cherish these two messages in 
my heart all the time.  It doesn’t matter who 
you are…if you have a kami-like heart that 
allows you to love and treat all people and 
things with utmost care from the bottom of 
your heart, you can naturally have a big and 
bright smile on your face anytime.”  

Mona Lisa always gives us a kind, mild 
smile.  Yes, it may be true that it is just a 
painting after all, but she still calms and re-
laxes us with her smile.  Because we are alive, 

we encounter sad events from time to time.  
Sometimes, we just can’t smile.  I, however, 
like to believe that Konko-sama has shown us 
a way to have smiles on our faces even when 
we are deeply sad.  

Loving all people and things seems to be 
such a grand and ambitious endeavor, but we 
can start with cherishing the very person and/
or thing right in front of us with a kami-like 
heart. I believe that such a tiny step forward is 
in fact the tremendously important First Step 
for all people of the world to get to have big 
smiles on their faces.  

Marking Over One Year Since the Passing 
of  the Former Spiritual Leader, the Reverend Konko Heiki

It has now been over one year since the former Spiritual Leader, Konko Heiki (the Fifth 
Konko-sama), peacefully passed away on July 21, 2024, at the age of 89 years and 8 months. 

For over 30 years, he faithfully served at the Main Worship Hall of Headquarters, of-
fering daily sacred service and earnestly praying through sacred mediation for the safety 
and well-being of all people, as well as for true peace in the world. Through his devoted 
efforts, many believers and others have been comforted and saved.

In remembrance of the life and presence of the Fifth Konko-sama, we humbly wish to 
reflect on his faith and teachings as we receive them on this very day.

This article is reprinted from  
August 2025 Issue of Konko Kyouhou
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never bound people with tradition.
Furthermore, the Fifth Konko-sama often 

provided me with clippings of newspaper ar-
ticles about Japanese language education and 
the country where I had been 
stationed. This continued even 
while I was on leave from work 
due to childbirth and child-
care. The Fifth Konko-sama, 
who read seven newspapers 
including English-language 
ones, would hand out or mail 
clippings to those close to him. 
I was always amazed by his 
thoughtful consideration for others, evident 
even when reading the newspaper.

The Fifth Konko-sama showered children 
with abundant, tender affection. When hold-
ing a baby, he paid meticu-
lous attention to finding the 
most comfortable angle for 
the child. Once, while I was 
feeding my child solid food, 
he advised, “Make sure to 
show the food to them before 
putting it in their mouth.” He 
constantly considered the child’s feelings—
something I, caught up in busyness and speed, 
often overlooked.

The children naturally adored this “grand-
father,” and whenever the Fifth 
Konko-sama was at home, 
they would always pester him, 
“Let’s play, let’s play!” When 
I gently reminded them, “He 
must be tired,” he would reply, 
“This is how I relax,” and play 
with them using karuta cards or 
toy trains, sometimes getting 
drenched in sweat. Even when 
the children shouted, he would respond with 
a voice just as loud, saying, “What a good 
voice!” This made me feel incredibly at ease.

At the Main Worship Hall of Headquarters, 

thanks to the Fifth Konko-sama always say-
ing, “Children offer their voices,” I could visit 
without hesitation even with our rambunctious 
little ones in tow. Even when their mischief 

went too far and I needed to 
scold them, the reassurance that 
the Fifth Konko-sama accepted 
them completely allowed me 
to avoid getting emotionally 
angry. The children also loved 
the mediation place. On the way 
to worship, they would pick 
up pebbles or leaves and hand 
them to Konko-sama within 

the mediation place, saying, “Here you go!” 
Konko-sama would then offer them sacred 
rice and listen earnestly to their rambling 
wish. Thanks to this, even as they grew older, 

the children naturally contin-
ued visiting the Worship Hall 
of Headquarters and churches 
to receive mediation.

Even in his later years 
when he was hospitalized, 
whenever I visited him, he 
would always show concern 

for me instead. He would invariably urge 
me to “Take your seat” and offer me a chair. 
Even the day before he passed away, he spoke 
to me, saying, “Everyone, keep up the good 

work,” and “Everyone, thank 
you for your hard work.” Until 
the very end, the vastness and 
thoughtfulness of his heart, 
always considerate of others, 
never changed.

The Fifth Konko-sama was 
truly a person like heaven and 
earth. Repaying such immense 
kindness is no easy task, but 

I wish to pursue faith that might bring him 
even a little joy.

Correction
We would like to clarify that the article on page 1, No.112, was reprinted from "Tengakukai Dayori", 
No.125 (published on January 1, 2025). The photo caption in the middle of page 2 should read “Site 
visit to the current Grand Service Hall building.”  We apologize for the error.

Reprinted from Konko Shimbun, July 23, 2025 issue
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Konkokyo of Korea Celebrates 25th Anniversary 

2025 marks 25 years since the founding of 
Konkokyo in Korea. In celebration, the 
25th Anniversary Service was held on 

October 18th at Space UM in Seoul. The ser-
vice gathered about 30 participants, including 
Konkokyo believers from Korea and those who 
traveled from Japan.

The service was offici-
ated by Rev.Tsukamoto 
Kazumasa, who serves as 
the Director of the Konko-
kyo Seoul Activity Center 
and the Director of the 
Konkokyo Outreach De-
partment and International 
Center. Joining Rev.Tsu-
kamoto were Rev.Suenaga Kinya, the former 
Director of the Konkokyo Seoul Activity Center, 
and Mrs.Amano Sayoko, a staff member from 
the Seoul Activity Center. They offered prayers 
in Korean before both the Kami altar and the 
ancestral altar.

In the Saishi (Main Prayer), sincere gratitude 
was expressed for the blessings of Tenchi Kane 
No Kami (Parent Kami). The Prayer honored the 
missionary spirit of the ministers that led to the 
early propagation in Korea and the revival of 
the Konko Faith decades later. Appreciation was 
also expressed for many blessings received over 
the years, including the emergence of Korean 
ministers; pilgrimages and training programs 
held at the Konkokyo Headquarters in Japan; 
international exchanges among believers and 
high school students; and the creation of faith 
materials for the Korean community. The Prayer 
concluded with sincere wishes that the Konko-
kyo Way of Faith circle of blessings would 
continue to spread throughout Korea. Following 
the Prayer, participants sang “The Way of True 
Faith” in Korean.

The program featured a personal testimony 
from Mr.Kim Hun Ui. He explained that he was 
introduced to Konkokyo through an interna-

tional marriage to his Japanese wife. Mr. Kim 
shared, “I was deeply moved by the teaching 
‘The divine favor depends upon one’s own 
heart’”. He emphasized that by practicing a 
“peaceful and joyful heart” in his daily life, his 
relationship with his wife improved. He contin-

ues to consult the Mioshie 
(teachings) found in the 
Konkokyo daily calendar 
and strives to live a life 
based on appreciation. His 
hope is to see Konkokyo 
further developed in Ko-
rea.

Rev. Tsukamoto of-
fered the final remarks, 

noting that through various efforts and numer-
ous encounters over the years, each believer 
has connected with Kami-sama and united with 
others. This combined effort has helped estab-
lish a world of ‘Aiyo kakeyo (eternal prosperity 
through interdependent relationships)’ in Korea. 
He attributed this success to the blessings of the 
Parent Kami and the successive Konko-samas, 
as well as the pioneering efforts of the early 
ministers; the determination of local ministers; 
the commitment of dispatched staff; and the 
sincere faith of the believers. Rev. Tsukamoto 
earnestly hopes that the faith of Konko Daijin 
will continue to spread throughout Korea, bring-
ing salvation to help many people. He encour-
aged everyone to pray together and serve society 
to realize Kami’s Wish—“world peace and 
the salvation of humanity.” A commemorative 
booklet, Kokoro no Renshucho (Happy Heart 
Notebook: provisional title in English), Korean 
edition, was published for this special occasion 
to serve as a guide for daily faith practice.

After the service, participants joyfully shared 
their gratitude for being able to attend the cel-
ebration and felt a renewed connection to Kami-
sama. This article is a summary reprinted from 

December 2025 Issue of Konko Kyouhou


